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HAVE NO FEAR OF CHANGE AS SUCH AND, ON THE OTHER HAND,
NO LIKING FOR IT MERELY FOR ITS OWN SAKE.
ROBERT MOSES

CITIES HAVE THE CAPABILITY OF PROVIDING SOMETHING FOR EVERYBODY, ONLY BECAUSE,
AND ONLY WHEN, THEY ARE CREATED BY EVERYBODY.
JANE JACOBS
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CHAPTER 1




GOING FOR A SWim
TODAY, MR MOSES?

THE MAN WHO WOULD THROW NEW YORKERS
ONTO THE HUNDREDS OF MILES OF HiGHWAYS
HE BUILT, NEVER EVEN LEARNED TO DRIVE..

i'VE ALSO GOT THE BOAT
READY FOR YOU.

iM GOING TO WALK. YES, ALONE.
| I ALONE?
: BEESRSL S0
SLUMS, FILTH, CRIME... EVERYTHING BUT THIS iS A MAGNIFICENT NEW PARKWAY, MR ) i NEED TO TAKE NOTES ON g
HAS TO BE REBUILT HERE. MOSES. NO TRUCKS, NO COMMERCIAL TRAFFIC AND THE WAY THERE. : -
LOOK AT ALL THESE TREES. HERE'S YOUR CLIPBOARD, WALKiNG
MR ROBERT. SHOES, SiR.

THANK YOU. iLL SEE YOu
TONIGHT ON THE RiGHT
BANK OF HEMPSTEAD
LAKE, NEAR THE TOWER.




THE GREAT BUILDER OF NEW YORK AND HENCE
OF THE UNITED STATES NEVER LEARNED TO
DRIVE BUT HE CERTAINLY KNEW HOW TO BUILD.




BORN TO A JEWiSH-GERMAN FAMILY OF THE HicH
BOURGEOISIE, HE LIVED ON 46TH STREET AND STH
AVENUE, AND ALWAYS HAD HiS OWN DRIVER...

3 - ol A S S
' HE WAS AN ¢
ACCOMPLISHED ATHLETE....
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HE ALSO ENJOYED
DEEP-SEA FiSHING..,

COULD THERE HAVE BEEN A POWERFUL DESIRE

FOR REVENGE N A WHITE PROTESTANT WORLD

WHERE BEING JEWISH WAS ALWAYS PERCEIVED
AS AN INCONVENIENCE?

BEiNG ONE OF THE FEW “HEBREWS"

OF THiS UNIVERSITY, AS THEY SAY,

WON'T STOP ME FROM PLAYING AN
IMPORTANT ROLE iN iT.

. SOLITARY WALKS,.,

ABOUT FIiNANCING THE
MINOR SPORTS?

AND THOUGH HE COULDN'T DRIVE, HE

EXCELLED iN INTELLECTUAL JOUsTS

AS MUCH AS HE DD iN THE PHYSICAL
DiSCIPLINES...

NO, ROBERT, YOWRE THE
BRIGHTEST OF US ALL, BUT
YOU'LL NEVER BE ALLOWED iN
OUR CLUB, AND YOU KNOW iT.

YES, EXACTLY. THERE'S NO REASON
THE MONEY SHOULD ALWAYS BE GOING
TO FOOTBALL AND BASEBALL.

THE
BENEFACTORS
WON'T LiKE
THAT AT ALL.




AFTER GRADUATING FROM YALE, MOSES GOES TO OXFORD
MOSES, T . ‘
ﬁfbu wwmm WHERE HE SHINES JUST AS BRIGHTLY,..
ABOUT THIS TWME? . -

..OR SOCIALiZING WiTH YOUNG ARISTOCRATS DESTINED TO

BECOME GREAT SUBJECTS OF THE CROWN.. HERE THAT HE DECIDES TO WRITE HiS THESIS

COACH REFUSED TO LISTEN. ON HiGH-LEVEL BRITiSH ADMINISTRATION...

SO iVE RESIGNED. P

M GONG TO PuBLiSH
AN EDITORIAL iN THE
UNIVERSITY NEWSPAPER.

= e
fLL CREATE A NEW RETURNING TO NEW YORK, ViA BERLIN, VENICE, PARIS AND €GYPT, NOW A Yowa REFORMIST, BOTH DEALISTIC AND ELITIST, HE BECOMES
ASSOCIATION. HE BEGINS HiS PHD AT COLUMBIA iN 1815, A STAUNCH CRITiC OF “ROBBER BARONS', SPECULATORS, iNCOMPETENT
BUREAUCRATS AND CORRUPT POLITICIANS.

AND BECOME iTS THEN THEY'LL SEE WHO iT iS
PRESIDENT. THEY'RE DEALING WiTH.




OFTEN N THE COMPANY OF THE WOMAN WHO
WiLL LATER BECOME HiS WIFE, HE PACES uP
ACCEPTING SEVERAL YEARS OF UNPAID WORK, iN HiS S AND DOWN MANHATTAN FROM THE LOWER
FREE TIME, ROBERT WALKS TIRELESSLY iN THE HUGE EAST SIDE TO THE UPPER WEST SiDE.

CiTY, OVERFLOWNG WiTH iDEAS FOR GRAND PROJECTS... b

i HAVE SOME iDEAS

THE iRiSH AREN'T MUCH BETTER
OFF EiTHER, i KNOW

\ A b
R ——0 | RNl =
LOOK AT THOSE BEARDS, THOSE WiGS, THESE LEVITES, THIS
DiRTY RABBLE THAT CAME OVER HERE FROM EUROPE..
i - £
A

M AMERICAN, MARY, AND THAT'S WHAT WE
HAVE TO HELP THEM BECOME, TOO. LET'S GO SOMEWHERE MORE

PEACEFUL, AT LEAST SEEMINGLY 5O

THEY'RE NOT THE ONLY POOR
IMMIGRANTS iN THiS CiTY.

AND EVEN LESS
DiSCIPLINED...
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e, |
i WOULD HOPE NOT. iF NEW YORK iS5 YOu SEE THESE M:KGTS
UNGOVERNABLE, iT'S BECAUSE OF THIS GANGSTER FuLL of Foqo_
TRAP. ANYTHING CAN BE BOUGHT AND SOLD HERE.
EVEN VOTES DURING ELECTION TiME.

NEPOTISM AND BUREAUCRATIC WASTE
RULES OVER THE ADMINISTRATION OF
THE FLATIRON BUILDING.

MAYBE. BUT N REALITY THEYRE INTENDED TO WOO NEW QUSTOMERS
WHO HAVE NO FRAME OF REFERENCE FOR THE PRICE OF FOOD N THE
USA, SO THAT THEY CAN CHARGE WHATEVER THEY WANT/

YES, AND INTENDED FOR THE iMMIGRANT
NEWCOMERS FROM ELLIS iSLAND.

CHRISTIAN CHARITY iSN'T
A BAD THiNG
o

YOWRE NOT TOO THEN LET'S GO BACK UP TO CENTRAL PARK. D LiKE
TIRED? TO TELL YOu ABOUT ONE OF MY iDEAS

iS5 THIS THE OFFiCE
WHERE YOU VOLUNTEER?

20 21




LOOK AT THIS MESS, ALL
THESE WASTELANDS...

-

THESE WAGONS FILLED WiTH
DIiSEASE-RIDDEN ANIMALS...

i SEE GARDENS HERE
LEADING ALL THE WAY
TO THE WATER'S EDGE..




AND EVEN, iN LiEu OF THOSE ©

AT
X\

/)
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BUT THE REALITY iS LESS BRIGHT. THE PLAN THAT ROBERT . 3
MOSES iS5 WORKING ON FOR RADICAL ADMINISTRATIVE REFORM iS ONCE AGAIN, THE GREAT SACHEMS, THE UNDERWORLD BOSSES . .THE VANDERBILTS, JP. MORGANS AND CARNEGIES... THE BiGWIGS OF STANDARD OiL, THE
SABOTAGED BY THE VERY PEOPLE WHO SUPPORTED iT. AND THE SCAMS OF TAMMANY HALL GET THER WAY. ¢ " OWNERS OF RAILWAY LINES...

- BEHIND IMPENETRABLE GATES AND WALLS THEY BUiLD

' BUT HE LEARNS A HARD LESSON: iTS NOT ENOUGH TO HAVE iDEAS; THE FRICKS, MASTERS OF COAL. THEMSELVES MARBLE PALACES, BAALBEK iNSPIRED SUN
YOU HAVE TO HAVE THE POWER TO MAKE THEM A REALITY. ¥ = TEMPLES, GIGANTIC MANORS AND PRIVATE SPORTS CLUBS...
-

MOSES HAS BEEN WORKiNG FOR FREE, 50, STRICTLY
SPEAKING, YOU COULDN'T SAY HE iS UNEMPLOYED.

[l S
AGAIN HE WANDERS THE COASTLINE, LARGELY o 8 "‘“5,“5 THE "‘:ET ‘“E&"?m m"".‘fs

" OWNED PRIVATELY BY THE RiCH OF LONG iSLAND. ’ <
2 . e = CAPTALISTS OF THE TIME...

THEIR WIVES, WEARING TIARAS, DIADEMS AND RIVERS OF DIAMONDS, ORGANIZE HUGE RECEPTIONS
WiTH IMPERIAL CROCKERY AND HiGH RENAISSANCE FURNITURE BROUGHT BACK FROM EUROPE...

P s
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ALLOHOL FLOWS FREELY,
DESPITE PROHBITION, AT
PARTIES THAT RESEMBLE THOSE
OF THE MYSTERIOUS GATSSY...

THEY SAY RAILWAY TYCOONS HAVE
AMASSED LAND EQUAL iN SiZE TO
THE STATE OF TEXAS...

iN 1318, AFTER THE FiRST WORLD
WAR, WHICH HE DIDN'T FiGHT iN, A
MEETING TAKES PLACE THAT WiLL
BE DECISIVE BOTH FOR HiM AND
FOR WHAT iS TO COME.

MOSES STILL DREAMS OF PLACES
ACCESSIBLE TO THE PEOPLE OF
NEW YORK WHO MUST CONTENT
THEMSELVES WiTH SHABBY BEACHES
THAT TAKE HOURS TO REACH
ON ROADS MADE DELIBERATELY

A MEETING WiTH MRS MOSKOWITZ,
AN ACTWIST CALLING ALL OF
THE SHOTS iN THE NEW YORK
DEMOCRATIC PARTY.

THAT'S MRS M. TO THOSE WHO WANT
TO APPEAL TO HER KEEN SENSE OF

NEGOTIATION...

MOSKIE TO THE iRiSH OF TAMMANY HALL
WHERE SHE iS5 RENOWNED FOR HER ABILITY

TO RALLY PEOPLE...

AND LADY BELLE TO THOSE
WHO BENEFIT FROM HER
GENEROUS PHILANTHROPIC

ACTWITIES...

AND iT iS BECAUSE OF HER THAT
MOSES WiLL WORK FOR ALFRED E.
SMITH, TWICE ELECTED GOVERNOR

OF THE STATE.

T iS5 MMPOSSIBLE TO IMAGINE TWO
CHARACTERS MORE DIFFERENT THAN MOSES
AND SMITH. THE LATTER WAS BORN iNTO
POVERTY AND AS A CHILD WORKED AT A
FiSH MARKET ON FULTON STREET.

THOUGH AS DETERMINED AS
ROBERT MOSES i5, SHE WiLL BE

THE ONE TO TEACH HiM THE ART

OF COMPROMISE.

WiTH A THUNDEROUS VOICE, SANGUINE
FACE, GOLD TEETH AND A CiGAR
iN HiS MOUTH, THIS TAMAMANY
THOROUGHBRED ALSO PROVES
HIMSELF A COMMITTED REFORMIST.




AND SO, WiTH HiS FIRST PAID JOB, ROBERT MOSES BEGINS
HiS POLITICAL APPRENTICESHIP BETWEEN TWO VERY
IMPRESSIVE MENTORS, iN THE 15205.

WELL, BO8, WHAT ABOUT THAT

B —

MIGHT i SUGGEST INSTEAD:
"A REPORT THAT SHOULD BE
DISCUSSED POINT BY POINT
iF WE WANT iT TO BE
[ MPLEMENTED EFFICENTLY.."
3

*BEFORE GONG ANY FURTHER, i
REGRET TO iNFORM YOU THAT i WiLL
HAND iN MY RESIGNATION iF THE
REPORT i5 NOT ADOPTED BY THE
COMMISSION RESPONSIBLE FOR..”

SPEECH TO THE STATE SENATORS?

STOP THERE, YOUNG MAN/ YOURE WAY TO EXCESSVE,

adEa

THERE'S NO ROOM
FOR EXCESSIVE PRIDE
HERE. JUST CONCRETE
AUTHORITY, PLEASE

GENTLEMEN, | HAVE THE HONOUR OF
PRESENTING YOU WiTH A REPORT ON
THE ADMINISTRATIVE REORGANIZATION 'J
OF THE CiTY. A REPORT THAT FORMS
A COHERENT WHOLE AND WHiICH MusT
BE IMPLEMENTED iN iTS TOTALITY iF

iT iS5 TO HAVE ANY EFFICACY.

THE IMPORTANT THiNG iS TO
MAKE iDEAS REALITY.

THIS IS WHAT i SUGGEST, BOB: “i REGRET TO iNFORM YOu
THAT iLL BE FORCED TO ASK THE GOVERNOR, THAT'S ME,
ALFRED €. SMITH TO DEMAND THE RESIGNATION OF THOSE
THAT DO NOT ADOPT THE REPORT"

"My FRIENDS, | ASK YOU NOT TO SEE ANY OF THiIS AS A THREAT, FOR i xNOW
iT WIiLL NOT HAVE TO COME TO SUCH EXTREMES, BUT SIMPLY AS A WAY OF
DELIMITING THE NECESSARY DEBATE AS TO WHAT iS MOST REASONABLE"

*THS REPORT CONSISTS OF 375
PAGES CONCERNING 187 OF THE
GITY'S PUBLIC SERVICES AND.."

IVE HAD A w4 PAGE SUMMARY
MADE, ROBERT, WHICH i THING
SHOULD BE QUITE SUFFICIENT.
SENATORS DON'T LiKE TO READ.

ROBERT, THAT'S DANGEROUS/
, THAT'S DANGEROUS! BRAVO, ROBERT.
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‘MT‘H MRS M., MOSES LEARNS TO LISTEN (OR TO PRETEND
TO LiSTEN) TO THE DEMANDS OF THE WORKING CLASSES... ( | I ﬁ p I I R 2

WITH ALFRED €. SMITH,
HE LEARNS TO RESPECT
(OR TO PRETEND TO RESPECT)
THE WASP REPUBLICAN
SENATORS AND REACTIONARIES
OF NORTHERN NEW YORK.

ACCOMPANIED BY HIS FRIEND, EVER FAITHFUL TO THE
NEIGHBOURHOOD HE GREW UP iN; HE RECOMMENCES HiS
PERAMBULATIONS OF MANHATTAN ExPOSING Hi5 iDEAS ON URBANISM.




